Purification and characterization of an inhibitor of the cysteine protease from the hemolymph of Sarcophaga peregrina larvae.
The hemolymph of Sarcophaga peregrina (flesh fly) larvae was found to contain multiple inhibitors of hemocyte cysteine protease. One of them, named sarcocystatin A, was purified and found to be a mixture of the components sarcocystatin A alpha and A beta in a molar ratio of 2:1. These components can exist in either the associated or dissociated form. The apparent heterogeneity of the protease inhibitors in the hemolymph was found to be partly due to association of sarcocystatin A alpha and A beta.